316                     A SYSTEM OF MAGIC.

CHAP. IV.

Of the doctrine of spirits as it is understood ~by the
magicians; how far it may be supposed there may
be an intercourse with superior beings, without
any familiarity with the Devil, or evil spirits;
with a transition to the present times.

WHEN the seven sons of Scscva the Jew pretended
to exorcism, and to cast the Devil out of a possessed
person, the Devil taking it in scorn to be affronted
by mere pretenders, and disdaining those that had
no authority to make use of the names which he
was subjected to the terror of, flew upon them, as the
text says, in a rage, Jesus I know, and Paul I know,
says he, but who are ye % and he never left them till
they fled away from him naked and wounded.

Now in what name or by what authority Dr.
Boreman or any of these magicians dismissed the
Devil from haunted houses, chased away spirits
from the places where they had made any appear-
ance, and kept the Devil in such awe as is reported,
I cannot yet learn. Had the doctor really cast the
Devil out of any demoniac or possessed person, and
openly have exercised such an absolute power over
him, and had it been well vouched by persons of
known integrity and sound judgment, we must then
have believed that there were some good spirits,
some superior intelligent beings, whom the doctor
was so favoured by, that knowing his good inten-
tions, they would assist him with their aid against
the evil spirits.

But there are innumerable difficulties in the way;
the words of our Saviour are express, that this kind